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BASIC SKILLS EMPHASIZED AT UM
By Cary E. Holmquist
University of Montana
Office of University Relations
MISSOULA-Students who want to sharpen their skills in reading, writing and mathematics
in order to tackle more complex college courses will have several more classes to
help them at the University of Montana this year.
And, after students have completed 110 quarter credits, which is junior-class
level, they will be required to take an English writing "exit exam" to determine
whether they meet minimum writing standards or should take writing skills courses
before graduating.
Courses have been created by academic departments in the UM College of Arts
and Sciences (CAS) and UM Special Services to reach as many students as they can
who need the skills improvement.
Dr. Maureen Curnow, associate dean of the CAS, who is coordinating the program,
calls it "Developmental Courses" for students who need special attention to improve
basic academic skills.
"For years people have been complaining that too many college students can't
write or read or make calculations," Curnow said.

"The University has been working

toward solving those problems, and now we are putting more money, time and commitment
into a program that will increase the students' abilities and make their college
experience much more productive."

-more-
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BASIC SKILLS EMPHASIZED AT UM--add one
Curnow said that a new allocation of $30,000 has been made for the writing
requirement program, testing and instructional purposes.
The University has had on-going instructional programs in basic mathematics
and reading for several years, offered by the Department of Mathematical Sciences
and the UM Reading Institute.

Placement testing in mathematics has been aimed at

new UM students--both to evaluate their level of proficiency in math and recommend
the level of math courses in which they should begin.
The Nelson-Denny reading proficiency and comprehension test, administered by
Reading Institute Director Richard Cummins, also has been added to the general
testing program.

Students with low reading skills can enroll in courses offered

in the Institute's laboratory.
Writing skills improvement has been added this year, Curnow said, beginning
with a placement test for all new students during the summer and fall orientation
sessions.

The entire testing series is titled, "Freshman Skills Assessment Program.

The writing test is coordinated by the UM Department of English and Jocelyn
Siler, English instructor in UM Special Services.

The test will consist of one

or two questions for which the students will write answers during an allotted period
of time.
The writing tests will be read by trained personnel who will grade them with
plus, check or minus signs to indicate the students' abilities as better-thanentering college level, entering level, or below-entering level, respectively.
All test results--writing, reading and math-- will be given to the students
and their faculty advisers in order for them to plan an academic schedule that will
meet the students' wants and needs.
Six classes will be available this fall for students who need to take the
English 195 courses to improve their writing skills.
room for 22 to 26 students.

-more-

The classes each will have

BASIC SKILLS EMPHASIZED AT UM— add two

In the writing courses, instructors who are graduate students in English
will follow an organized plan to help the students build up their grammar,
vocabulary, spelling, organization and research skills.

Senior English students

who are working toward teaching certification will serve as tutors.
"The Developmental Courses will not be absolutely required for students
whose tests show low levels in basic skills," Curnow said, "but it is in the
students' best interest if they enroll."

She added that in the future the

courses may become mandatory for students who need them.
Curnow said that according to a Chronicle of Higher Education survey,
27 percent of the newly developed college courses nationwide were in basic academic
skills.

She said that UM is "keeping pace" with the national trend in recognizing

its responsibilities to Montana university students who need extra work in basic

